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Ephesians 4-6
First Reading (Sandy Higgins)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Awareness of Resources -The Growth of the New Man and the Body-Ephesians 4:1- 4:24
A. 1-16 Positional Realities - Christ at Work for us

1. Unity Created 1-6


Responsibility to that Unity


Reality of that Unity 4-6

2. Diversity Provided v 7-11


Portion distributed by the Head v 7


Position of the Head v 8-10


Provision thru the Head v 11

3. Ability Fostered v 12-14 


Purpose - 3-fold in v 12; v 12-12 view the Body as a whole and its growth


Goal v 13 - Period


Preventative v 14 - individual maturity which contributes to Body’s growth

4. Finality Envisioned - v 15-16


Intended goal


Increase in growth - means and measure

B. V 17-24  Personal Responsibilities - Christ at work in us and thru us

1. Radical Change v 17-24


 The Dark past v 17-19


 The Dramatic Message v 20-21



Content of the message - The Christ



Communication of the message - ye heard Him ... taught Him.


The Decisive Change 



What we put off - old standing in Adam, at conversion




Corrupting




Renewed in spirit of your mind



What we put on




Created by God in righteousness and truth

Second Reading (David Oliver)
Awakening to Responsibility as in the Light -Ephesians 4:25 - 5:18
A. Interpersonal Relationships with Believers

1. Righteous Conduct v 25-30


Truthfulness v 25


Temperance v 26


Toil/Treasures v 28


Tongue controlled v 29


Tenderness of heart v 30

2. Relationships v 31-32


Forbearing


Forgiving

B. Interpersonal Relationships in General

1. Standard v 1-2


Character to be displayed - 


Price to be paid - Christ offered Himself ...

2. Sanctity v 3-7


An inconsistency v 3-4


An Impossibility v 5-6


An imperative v 7

3. Sphere v 8-14


Walking in light and fruit v 8-10


Walking in light and our fellowship v 11-13


Walking in light and our fitness v 14 This was at conversion

4. Secret


Appreciation of the will of God v 15-17
Will


Filling by Spirit of God v 18


Walk


Active in the worship of God v 19-20

Worship

Third Reading (Marcus Cain)
Adjusting Relationships in Life- Ephesians 5:18 - 6:9
1. The Resource Necessary

Be filled with the Spirit - every relationship requires a Spirit filled believer to see it reach its desired level


Be in fellowship with your brethren


Be fragrant in your worship - v 20; the value of a thankful spirit

2. Recognition and Respect for others v 21


What does submitting one to another mean?


Why is the fear of God introduced?

3. Responsibilities within Marriage v 22-33


Wife to Husband - submission - what it does not mean and what it does mean



Patterned after Christ and The Church



NB the stress on responsibilities and not privileges


Husbands to Wives - 



Love which is sacrificial, selfless, supportive, securing



The Standard for his love



The Sanctity of his love

4. Relationship within Family


Children 1-3 



Imperative to obey
Subjection



Importance



Incentive


Fathers -  


Sustain/Support



Forbear - discouragement



Foster - development

5. Regulation of Roles in Employment and Society


Servants 



Obedience enjoined



Obligation stressed



Objective clarified



Outcome promised


Masters v 9



Consistency



Compassion



Consciousness

Fourth Reading (Gordon Williams)
Armed Resistance against the Foe - Strategy and Sufficiency- Ephesians 6:10-33
It is vital to see the place this has in the entire epistle. What is the goal of Satan? He is seeking to move us from the “ground” we have been given in the first three chapters - to deprive us of the enjoyment of our blessings in Christ.

A. Strategy of the Enemy

1. The Exhortation - Weakness addressed v 10 - Be strengthened


What is the significance of “be strong” in the passive voice?


Also, “may be able” (v 11 is also in the passive voice.

2. The Enemy - Wiles of the Adversary v 11 - a carefully thought out strategy


What is the thought of “wiles” of the devil?

3. The Encounter - Wrestling v 12 - the intensity and proximity of the battle


Why does he move from wrestling to sword warfare?

4. The Evil -
 World rulers of the darkness of this age - cosmic, universal, personal nature of  the battle



Wicked one - fiery darts

5. The Emergency - Withstanding - in the evil day


Is this a specific trial or is it the character of the day in which we live?

B Sufficiency of the Armor 13-23

1. Description of the Armor v 13-17


Loins girt - Walk controlled by truth


Breastplate of Righteousness - Life Consistent with truth


Feet Shod - Calm Security in the Conflict


The Shield of Faith - Confidence in God and His Word


The Helmet of Salvation - Consciousness of all Salvation is


The Sword of the Spirit - Communication from God

2. Dependency in the battle v 18


prayer - in the Spirit making supplication  - your needs made known to God


persevering - not getting discouraged in prayer life

3. Demands/Discipline for the battle


Awareness of others; avoid self centered thinking in the battle


Care for other saints - for all saints

Concern for other servants v 19-20 NB Paul’s concerns - not freedom from imprisonment but from intimidation


Cooperation in the battle v 21-24



Accountability in the battle v 21-22



Aspiration for those in the battle v 23




Peace, love , faith, grace ...

