Study 4, Ontario, Feb 8, 2009
The Public Gospel Work of the Assembly—The labors of the assembly to publicly preach the “good tidings” of salvation for mankind through the person and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. The Principle—Scriptural principle regarding this labor is based on the truth of
a) God’s desire for all men to be saved. (1 Tim. 2: 4 [God] Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.)
b) God’s design that these “good tidings” should be publicly heralded, and that He would save men as a result of that preaching. (1 Cor. 1: 21 …it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching [kerugma, public heralding] to save them that believe.)
2. The Precept—Scriptures that teach these principles.

a) The Lord Himself personally commanded His disciples to preach the gospel; Mark 16: 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach [kerruso, publicly herald] the gospel to every creature.
b) The apostles understood and obeyed that command; Acts 10: 42 And he commanded us to preach [kerruso, publicly herald] unto the people, and to testify [diamarturomai, solemnly protest or witness] that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.
c) God blessed this obedience to His command, and saved souls; 1 Cor. 3: 6-7 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
3. The Pattern—Scriptures that teach us the practice of assemblies carrying on this work.

a) 1 Thess. 1: 8 For from you sounded out [echoed, resounded] the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.
b) Acts 7; Acts 8: 5 (with Acts 6: 1-7)
A proper understanding of the Scriptural teaching regarding this meeting helps us to understand:

· What is the content of the gospel that is preached?
· What are the qualifications of those who preach?
· What is the setting in which this preaching takes place?
· Are there different fields of labor for those qualified men who are “commended” and those who are not?
· What about places where it is restricted or illegal to publicly preach the gospel?
