Study 1, Mt Sterling, Nov. 30th



The Christian’s Responsibilities, Relative to the Local Assembly








(with some suggested Scripture references)
Matt. 18: 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
Acts 20: 28 …the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
Heb. 10: 23-25 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Some preliminary thoughts…

God’s people are seen in each dispensation, but not always “gathered” in groups.  Whether individuals, families, or gathered, they are:
1. Always a testimony for God. (Gen. 12:6-8; Ps. 50:4-5; Num. 23:9; etc.)
2. Always responsible to bring glory to God by obedience to His will. (Ex. 19:5; Jer. 11:4; Zech. 6:15)
3. Always in anticipation, ultimately for the glory. (Gen. 4:1; 1 Thess. 1:9-10; Heb. 11:9-10, 13; 1 Pet. 1:10-11)
The dispensation of the church—the uniqueness of the bride of the Lamb, the church His body.

(There are true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ involved in many differing aspects of Christendom around the world.)
1. Each one is part of the Church which is the body of Christ. (Eph. 1:22- 23; 2: 13-16)
2. Each one will be in Heaven. (John 3:36; 1 John 5:13; Rev. 21:6- 7, 22-27)
3. Each one will be at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. (Ps. 45:13-15; John 3:29; Eph. 5:23-32; Rev. 19:6-9)
4. It’s God’s intention that each one be gathered as a part of a local assembly. (Acts 2:44; Acts 4:32, Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; Phil. 1:1; etc.)
The local church, in its unique character, is a called-out company that is distinct from the masses of men living during this present dispensation.
The practices of the local assembly therefore, are governed by the precepts given to us in the New Testament, not the precepts of the Old Testament which governed the earthly people of God—the Children of Israel.  The principles of God upon which each dispensation’s gathering is founded are harmonious, such as holiness, sanctification, unity, fidelity, separation, etc., but the practical functioning of either is taught in the doctrines of each Testament.

~~~
God’s people of the Old Testament were earthly, and claimed earthly assets, and looked for earthly promises to be fulfilled and earthly inheritances to be received. (Ex. 19:5; Deut. 28:1-12…)
God’s people of the New Testament are heavenly, and claim heavenly assets, and look for heavenly promises to be fulfilled and heavenly inheritances to be received. (Phil. 3:20-21; Col. 3:1-4; 2 Pet. 3:11-13…)
~~~
God’s people of the Old Testament engaged in carnal warfare and tangible expressions of worship.

God’s people of the New Testament engage in spiritual warfare, and spiritual expressions of worship. (2 Cor. 10:4-5; Eph. 6:10-18)
~~~
The earthly people were obligated to fulfill earthly rituals and earthly offerings, in earthly places of worship that were dependent upon earthly ordinances, both in the buildings and furnishings, and the functioning of those who served.  (Heb. 9:10)
1. What constitutes the local assembly?
Understanding that the local assembly is a spiritual entity that is body like in character (1 Cor. 12, Eph. 4), and the members of the body (believers) are called out to fulfill spiritual responsibilities, carry out spiritual functions, and bring spiritual offerings to the heaven sanctuary, independent of the building in which they physically meet. (Heb. 10: 19-25)
a. “The saints… bishops, and deacons.” (Phil. 1: 1)
b. “Gather together” (Matt. 18: 20)
c. “… body of Christ, and members in particular.” (1 Cor. 12: 27)
2. What is the reason for a local assembly?

Understanding God’s purpose in calling out believers to be gathered together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

a) To provide a gathering center which is the venue where the saints can function collectively as a priesthood. (Heb. 13:10-15, 1 Pet. 2:5-9)
b) To bear testimony for God in this dispensation of grace. (Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Tim. 3:14-16)
c) To bring honor and glory to the Lord Jesus Christ who purchased her. (2 Cor. 2:15; Eph. 1:1-6; Phil. 2:15-16)
(As the local church fulfills these divine purposes, she exposes the evil devices of the Adversary, who would mean to bring them to naught.)
3. What are the functions and labors of the local assembly?

Understanding the priesthood of all believers (including sisters), the divine design of the functioning of gifts within the assembly, and the responsibilities toward the maintenance of the collective testimony of the assembly.
a) Collective worship

b) Collective prayer

c) Collective teaching and feeding

d) Collective testimony

e) Collective care

f) Collective discipline

4. What regulates the local assembly?

Understanding the divine standards that have been instituted to govern the assembly.

a) The sufficiency of the completed, written Word of God. (1 Cor. 2; 14:36-37; 2 Pet. 1:15-21; 3:15-16; 1 John 2:3-6; Rev. 22:18-19)
b) The presidency of the Holy Spirit within the assembly. (1 Cor. 3:16; 12:1-13, 14:2,15,16)
c) The headship of Christ in the administration of gifts. (1 Cor. 12:5)
d) The responsibility of the plurality of overseers. (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4)
e) The willing obedience of every believer. (Rom. 6:17; 2 Cor. 7: 15; 10:5-6; 1 Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:17, 1 Pet. 1:14, 22)









