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John 1 and 13

Read 1:11, 12, 18, 27, 37, 38; 13:1, 5, 14, 15, 23, 33-36;

1. His Own - The Narrowing of His Focus
1:11 Came to His own - the nation, etc

13:2 Loved His own - the small circle which did own Him

2. Bosom - The Availability of His Fellowship
1:18 The Son Who dwelt eternally in the bosom of the Father

13:23-25 There was a breast available for John to both rest upon and to fall upon in an hour of need


Breasts of Christ for daily needs


Breast of Christ for difficult hours


Breast of Christ for dark hour

3. Children - The Intensity of His Feelings
1:12 Belief led to right to be called children of God

13:33 Dear children - this is the first usage in John of this endearing title


In John we are never s ons, only children. There is only one Son

4. Feet - An Insight into His Fullness
ch 1:26-27 John not worthy to unloose the latch of one of His shoes

13:1-8 The Lord Jesus washes their feet


Matt - shoes not worthy to bear


Mark - latchet not worthy to stoop down


Luke Latchet of whose shoes;


In John notice the hatred of Judas, Horror of the hour, honor conferred by Father, Hesitancy of disciples

5. Love - Identification of His Followers
ch 1 The Call which gathered them

ch 13:34 A Commandment to mark them out.

In ch 1 we have the beginning; in ch 13 the badge


ch 13 The basin , bathing, betrayer, bosom, badge;


We do pray for it (love), plan for it, practice it, provoke it?

Also contrast in following in 1:37 and 13:36

6. Teacher and Lord - Implications for His Friends
ch 1:38  Master or Teacher  - follow

ch 13:13, 14 - Lord and teacher - ye ought to ...


Reversal of order



Lordship and claims


Relationship forged


Responsibility owned 



Discipleship: Learn from, led by, love for, loyalty to, likeness

Also, can divide John by

Structure of John -

Built around visits to Jerusalem:


ch 2:1-  4:54 First Visit  - see 2:13 and 4:54

WORSHIP


ch 5:1- 7:1     Second              5:1 and 7:2,10
WORKS


ch 7:2- 10:42 Third
     7:10 and 10:40
WITNESS - testimony; all stonings occur here


ch 11:1-19:42 Fourth
     11:1
 

WORTH



ch 20-21         Epilogue

Logic of Design

The master designer would have design everywhere.

Just as in a house, design enhances a special theme or feature, highlighting something which the designer or architect wishes to show, so design by God helps to underline themes or teaching in a section. A Floral garden would show design to highlight something in the center; woman decorating a home and someone designing a house would make it utilitarian. 

I. John 2:1- 4:54

A. Ch 2:1-12 Marriage in Cana


B 2:13-17 Temple Cleansing



C. 2:18-25 Temple Discussion - Destroy this Destroy




D. 3:22-36 John, his witness, and disciples




D. 4:31-43 Witness of woman and many disciples made



C. 3:1-21 New birth; serpent lifted up; “we know” and sign


B. 4:19-27 Samaritan worship Cleansed

A. Ch 4:1-18 Woman at the well

	Similarity
	John 2:1-12
	John 4:1-18
	Lesson

	Background
	Wedding
	Many divorces and weddings
	whether married or single, moral or immoral, only Christ satisfies

	Individuals
	Bride and Groom
	Failed marriages
	

	Thirst
	Potential - wine gone
	Real
	Best of life and worst of life still cause a thirst

	Women
	Woman
	Woman
	Lord calls both “Woman” - respects all

	Imperative
	Whatsoever He says, do
	Go call thy husband
	Blessing always hinges on obedience

	Event
	Most common
	Lowest of people
	Nothing too routine, no one too wretched for the Lord

	Best
	Till now
	after she had tried everything else
	

	Circumstances
	Crowd
	All alone
	

	Disciples
	Call
	Sent away
	

	Waterpots
	Filled
	Left empty
	

	Sign
	Not Explained
	Metaphor explained
	


II. John 5-6

John 5:1-6:71

John 5:1-6:71

5:1-15 Healing of Impotent Man

5:16-47 Discourse of the Jews over His person and works

6:1-13 Feeding of the 5,000

6:14-21 Deliverance of Impotent disciples on troubled sea

6:21-58 Discourse on the Feeding

6:59-71 Debate of the Jews over His claims and works.

	Portion
	John 5:1-15
	John 6:14-21
	

	Lesson
	He learned what?
	They learned what?
	

	Length
	38 yrs
	one night
	

	Longing
	for troubled water
	for calm waters
	

	Lapse
	Blind to Healer
	Blind to Helper
	why?

	Location
	Public
	Private
	Lesson

	Liberty
	by His Word
	by His Presence
	


Teaching of this Section
1. The Lesson: In one case it was 38 years in a condition which was to teach a man his helplessness before God; Learned he had no man, no means , and no might. In ch 6, in 2-3 miles the disciples learned the same lessons - no help and no hope in self. Some lessons are impressed on us in a short time and others stretch on for years. “None teacheth like Him.”


His desire was to teach that when there was no man - He was sufficient


                                             When there was no might - He is able

2. The Length: The impotent man had known frustration for 38 years (5:7) Think of all the times he thought his trial was over, only to face frustration. The men learned fear (6:9) in a very brief time. Every trial is different and it is different for different saints. Dan 1 all four were in it together, but Dan 3 was just the 3 and Dan 6 just Daniel. James might know the sword, but Peter has an angel deliver him. 

3. Longing: The man wanted the calm waters to become troubled. The disciples wanted the troubled waters calmed. We always want change when things are not going well. We think that if only something would happen, then all would be well; or conversely, that if only could would stop things, all would be well. We are too occupied with the circumstances as the issue

4. The Lapse: The impotent man was preoccupied with his need; danger of self occupation and self pity. As a result he became blind to the Healer. The disciples were panic stricken in their circumstances and overwhelmed; as a result they were biased when the remedy appeared.

5. The Location: Private vs. Public. Everyone knew of the impotent man’s deliverance and blessing. It was public.. No one knew of the disciples and their trial and triumph. It was personal and unseen. Some burdens and tests are public; others are private and unseen by any eye. Some burdens are not broadcast abroad. Every soul has its history with God.

6. Liberty Enjoyed: He is sufficient.  His Word can come in power amidst the trial and bring deliverance. His Presence can be known in peril and bring peace. Reversal of years of failure and weakness; relief from hours of fear and danger. Sometimes we get Scriptures to help us; but sometimes we get a deep sense of His presence.
III. John 7-10

A. ch 7:1-10 with ch 10:40-41       
Faith vs Unbelief

B. Ch 7:11-14 with ch 10:19-38
Feasts

C. Ch 8:1-20 with ch 9

Light/Life; writing on ground/spittle from ground

D. Ch 8:30-59 with ch 10:1-18
Sons and Liberty - Sheep and Life

	Portion
	ch 7:1-10
	ch 10:41, 42
	Lesson

	Who
	Unbelief of family
	faith by those distant
	

	expectations
	Most likely to believe
	least likely to believe
	

	evidence
	Show thyself .. Miracles
	No signs
	

	effect
	witness spurned
	witness accepted
	

	environment
	Jerusalem
	Beyond Jordan
	

	evil
	sought to kill
	sought to kill
	

	Feast
	Tabernacles
	Dedication
	

	result
	None
	Many
	

	When seen
	Until His resurrection
	Until after his death
	


1. People involved - His brethren, the most likely to believe, did not; those beyond Jordan 
to whom John ministered did believe

2. Power - Not the signs which His brethren refused, no signs in John’s ministry

3. Place - Jerusalem and Judea contra beyond Jordan

4. Privilege - not always appreciated

5. Patience  - waiting God’s time with our testimony; John never saw the fruit of his labors; Christ’s brethren did not believe until after His resurrection

6. Point in Time 

6. Paradox - miracles did not convince but a faithful testimony did. 

7. Preaching - 

IV John 11-20

Section 4 has perhaps 12 subsections:

1) Begins with Lazarus in the grave and two weeping sisters, the mystery of suffering, and divine delays; Closes with A Man on the cross and four weeping women, the mystery of suffering and divine delays.

2) In ch 11:45-49 we have a wicked man in his wickedness prophesying re the necessity fo the Lord’s death. We have in ch 19:31-36 wicked men fulfilling prophecy with a spear.

3) IN ch 12:12-19 we have a public acclaim and welcome; in ch 19:1-16 we have a public disapproval and rejection.

4) In ch 12:1-10 we have an anointing and in ch 19:38-41 we have an anointing. 

Ch 11 Resurrection

ch 20 Resurrection

ch 12 Anointing for His Burial
ch 19 Anointed for burial

ch 12 Received by the City
ch 18 Rejected by the City

ch 13 Cleansing and Abiding
ch 15 Cleansing and Fruitbearing

ch 14 Fellowship with Divine Persons   16 Rejection by the world

ch 17 His H. P. Prayer

ch 21 His H. P. Ministry

Teaching of this Section
	Role - incidental
	Mary
	Joseph
	Incidental role

	What was brought
	One pound
	One hundred pounds
	Does size matter

	Reaction
	Criticism from Judas
	Nicodemus would know it from Sanhedrin
	where does criticism come from

	Timing
	Critical as to burial
	Critical at His burial
	Being in time

	Implications
	Time of His crucifixion
	Place and manner of burial
	Implications of actions

	Meaning
	Mary thought He was more worthy than ...
	Joseph thought Him more worthy than ....
	Actions reveal our values

	Commendation
	Public
	None
	What does commendation signify


1. Incidental to Others 

Both Mary and Nicodemus come on the scene after others are active: In Mary’s case, Martha has prepared and made a supper. In Nicodemus’ case, Joseph has provided a tomb. Lazarus was the drawing card in John 12; Joseph the chief mover in ch 19.  Each of these were willing to play the second fiddle to another. They were not occupied with place or prominence.

2. The Ingredients Brought

Mary brought one pound; Nicodemus brought 100 pounds. Yet it is Mary’s gift to which “very costly,” of “great price” is attached. One brought spikenard the other myrrh and aloes. One anointed the feet, the other wrapped the body. A moral sensitivity to what was appropriate for the person and the need. Each did what he/she could, gave what they had, moved on light they enjoyed.

Barzillai brought beans, lentils, beds, corn etc - Their worth was far greater to David in his rejection than they were when he sat upon the throne (2 Sam 17).

3. Intimidation received

Mary received intimidation from the criticism of a Judas; Nicodemus would receive it from the nation and leaders. In Mary’s case it was from the Least expected; in Nicodemus’ case, from the most expected. 

In their acts, we learn the value of doing something for His heart alone. We also learn in the case of Mary, the danger of a negative spirit infecting a company. Judas was contagious in his criticism. 

4. Importance of a Passing Opportunity

Mary six days before the Passover - she did it with a view to His burial; Her spikenard would have added a fragrance to His body amidst death. Had it been a week earlier, it would not have had the same effect; a week later would have been too late.

Nicodemus did it at His burial. He had only a few hours at best to carry out his acts of love and devotion. Was not too busy to be available for His Lord.

5. Instruments God picked up

Mary was an instrument to arrange the Time of His crucifixion. She overcame the counsels of the ungodly concerning when He would die. 

Nicodemus was an instrument to arrange the place and manner of His burial. He overcame the counsels of the ungodly as to where He would be buried. 

Mary probably had no idea she was going to frustrate the ungodly; Nicodemus may have had some idea what he was doing. There are deeds done for the Lord which will wash up on the shores of the eternity with a far greater effect than we ever envisioned when we did them. There are deeds which we thought we were doing intelligently, yet have far greater implications and results than we can measure. Did Amram and Jochabed ever envision the ultimate result of a child they would find “fair to God?” Did Ruth ever realize what the final result of her choice on the road from Moab would mean?

6. Implications of their deeds

Mary - cf ch 11 - Christ more worthy than the closest tie on earth; The truth of DISCIPLESHIP - she did not love father or mother, wife and children, brethren or sisters, and her own life ...” more than Him. 

Nicodemus - Christ more worthy than the highest office on earth - This is the truth of DEVOTION. I lay all on the altar for Him. 

7. Inspiration surrounding their Deeds

Mary heard the Lord commend her. We can serve with this assurance - A day will come when every man will leave the Bema with the praise of God ringing in our ears for eternity (1 Cor 4:5).

Nicodemus moved without praise or recognition by any. There are many things which we will do which will not receive commendation down here. Yet He is worthy.

